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On the 13th of April 2017, Community Advocacy Development Foundation organized the first
Niger Delta Youths Summit with the theme “Fighting Niger Delta Environmental Challenges
through Youths Engagement in Decision Making”. The summit was held at St Theresa Grammar
School Ughelli, Delta State with over 80 persons in attendance. We want to sincerely thank Lift
Above Poverty Organization (LAPO) and Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) for
donating to support the summit and as well sending representatives to present papers at the
summit. Green Alliance Nigeria (GAN), Rural Awareness for Green Environment Initiative (RAGE)
and Yasuni Association (YA) also contributed to support the summit.
The Eighty (80) youths who participated in the summit were mobilized from the nine (9) Niger
Delta States (Delta, Edo, Ondo, Bayelsa, Rivers, Cross Rivers, Aka-Ibom, Imo and Abia) from civil
society organizations, academic environment, host communities, media and industrial sectors.
Resource persons at the summit were drawn from civil society organizations, academic
environment, religious background and the media. Government Officials were engaged from the
planning stage of the summit but however were absent at the summit. The objectives of the
summit which were to sensitize youths in the Niger Delta to save the environment from further
breakdown and strengthen local struggles for environmental defense through environmental
education, were met.
The summit took the form of goodwill messages from participants, paper presentations by
resource persons drawn from diverse fields, particularly academics, development workers and
gender experts. Music and play were both used to educate the youths. A feedback mechanism
in the form of comments, questions and answers as well as panel discussion were equally used
for the sensitization.

1.1

Opening Remarks by CODAF Executive Director, Mr. Benin Richard

Mr. Benin explained that the Niger Delta region is strategic to the development and survival of
the world because it hosts very unique features and resources. However, it is a well-known fact
that this same region in Nigeria is one of the most polluted areas on planet earth.
Adding that for over six (6) decades, the Niger Delta environment has continued to bear the
brunt of the godless activities of multinational oil corporations due to over exploitation of its
natural resources.
Mr. Benin, seized the opportunity to welcome and appreciate a renowned environmentalist,
Arch. Nnimmo bassey, and on behalf of the entire Niger Delta youths, he thanked him for his
doggedness in the struggle for environmental justice and has given his all for environmental
advocacy and justice both in Nigeria and globally.

1

He expressed gratitude to Nnimmo Bassey for attending the event and for being one of those
VOICES that have awaken environmental consciousness in the minds of Nigerians, most
especially the youths of the Niger Delta.
He explained that objectives of the summit were to sensitize the youths in the Niger Delta on
how to save the environment from further breakdown and strengthen local struggles for
environmental defense through proper environmental education and awareness conferences.
Bennie Sanders (an American senator) once said “if the environment were a bank, it would have
been saved by now”. Why, because we all have stakes in our banks, but regrettably, we see our
environment as a foe that needs to be conquered rather than a nurturing mother”.
Advising that as a people, we have to develop the culture and right attitude of caring about our
future generation, by not degrading the earths' life support systems and thereby save the earth
for the future generations. Therefore, we have an ethical responsibility to leave the earth in a
better condition than it is now for future generations. In our every deliberation, we must
consider the impacts of our decisions on the next seven (7) generations.
He wished strongly that at the end of this summit, the participants would have developed an
environmental ideology to make the Niger Delta, Nigeria and the world, a better place. He
thereby declared the summit opened.

1.2

Good Will Messages

Good will messages from participants and other CSOs /NGOs present were received.
In a good will message, Mr. Friday Omotoye said that “the Niger Delta as a region cannot be
ignored because of the role it has on the nation's economy and therefore there was a great need
to protect its environment. In this regard, we must support those at the forefront to sharpen
safety, good health and good ways of life”.
Mr. Friday Nbani also joined his voice to the good will messages, he said that “the Niger Delta
environment is in grave danger and if the youths of the Niger Delta refuse to come together, then
the situation of the region will become worse” and urged everyone to take responsibilities.
Barrister Elo Egbagere said that “the Niger Delta region as I have been told is the worst polluted
areas in the world and for us to have a forum like this to discuss the way forward I don't think
there is any other program that is laudable and worthy of emulating than this”.
Mrs. Ogwa added that the program is worth its purpose as it will help to curb the menace going
on in our environment because, if nothing is done about it, in the nearest future there will be no
existence of human. He urged the participants to pay attention because he believes that at the
end of the summit, every participant will be able to learn some skills that will help them to
protect the environment and make it a better place for us to dwell.
Just before the keynote speaker mounted the podium for his presentation an artist thrilled the
audience to a song titled “I will not Dance to Your Beat”, a song which was culled from a poem
written by Nnimmo Bassey calling for a halt to land grabbing, extraction of crude oil, mining of
tar sand, coal and the rejection of Genetically Modified Organisms and United Nations REDD
program.
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2.0

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

2.1

Our Niger Delta: Key Challenges and Concrete Solutions by Nnimmo Bassey

Following all the good will messages, the key note speaker Nnimmo Bassey was welcomed to
give his key note presentation, titled “Our Niger Delta: Key Challenges and Concrete Solutions”.
He began by explaining that “the topic in view was a very important one because the Niger Delta,
as we all know, is a bastardized environment and if the youths don't begin to focus on the
environmental issues in the region, then there would be no hope for the future”.
Explaining that when the environment is severely polluted or damaged, the species that
survived will evolve and change the way they do things or migrate to safer places. That If we
begin to eat poisonous foods, we will have to either adapt to them or die. Since we don't want to
adapt to pollution, all we want now is to stop the pollution and build a better future for
generations coming after us.
Arch. Nnimmo, began his presentation from the conclusion as, according to him, most times,
some persons do not take note of the conclusions of presentation papers. The concrete
solutions to stopping the Niger Delta bastardization and degradation is to “keep the oil in the
ground”.
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When oil prices fall in Nigeria, everyone would begin to think correctly but when it goes up,
everybody goes “crazy”.
Everyone campaigning to occupy any political office is just campaigning to be in charge of
controlling the resources coming from oil and gas. Young people need a new mindset to be able
to eradicate the root cause of the problem of the Niger Delta. The Niger Delta, as we all know, is
totally endowed with oil, not just crude oil but also palm oil.
Oil exploration started in Nigeria in 1908 by a German company. In 1937, Shell had the
concession to explore and drill for oil. So when people talk about crude oil and mention Shell, it is
not because they hate the government or Shell, but it is because Shell has its taproot in
everything that happens about oil in this nation. All the other oil companies such as Chevron,
Agip, Mobil etc, are just taking over what Shell has already controlled before.
Although some people believed that oil is a curse but I don't believe that oil is a curse. No
resource is a curse. The resource curse is a very narrow and shallow concept which has been
drawn up by some people so that when Africa and other third world nations are plunged into
conflict or environmental degradation because of resource exploitation, then we could say this is
a resource curse or the Dutch disease. The issue is not the resource itself but what people do
with that resource. The sad thing is that people don't understand what a resource is.
Crude oil has problems at every stage of exploration and extraction. When companies cut
through the forest, whether mangrove or rainforest for seismic lines, they are already causing
deforestation and opening up the forest for opportunistic invaders, poachers and others to
come in and damage the environment further. When dynamite is detonated to collect seismic
data, the biodiversity is already being affected. When seismic activities are carried out in the sea,
it destroys a lot of lot of aquatic life forms and sea animals like whales get disoriented from the
impacts of the seismic activities.

Image credit:http://news.bbcimg.co.uk/media/images/69700000/jpg/_69700761_69700760.jpg

He explained that by living the oil in the ground, we will not only save our environment from
further expansion of pollution but to also fight global warming.

Some fisher men have done research in Norway about how Whales behave after seismic
activities. They revealed that Whales lost orientation and migrate to places they ought not to be
and in that regard, they try to help Whales back to where they are supposed to be.
While In Africa, with some few years of oil exploration in Ghana, so many Whales have been
washed onshore dead and I know in Nigeria we have also seen example in places like Opotuama
in Bayelsa State where Whales have been washed onshore and obviously people will get knives
and start dividing the animal. But we have to look at why these animals die this way as these are
just from the oil exploration.
Drilling, on the other aspect, is done with lots of toxic chemicals and the outputs are not just the
oil and gas but include the drilling mud, waste chemicals and the produce water all of which are
very toxic.
In the Niger Delta by 2005, it was estimated that 600,000 barrels of produce water was
discharged into our water ways on a daily bases. This kind of water is inevitable in oil extraction
because it ought to be treated before it is discharged into the environment. However, if we look
at the level of regulation and monitoring of what is going on in the environment, we don't need
to debate it as what is being discharged into the environment is not treated to the level it ought
to be treated before they are discharged. Our people are being poisoned at so many different
levels.
The UNEP report on Ogoni tells us that the company that operated in Ogoni did not keep to their
in-house standards, the Nigerian standards and international standards.
And this to me is a benchmark to what the oil companies are doing in Nigeria. They don't keep to
any set standards and they do this because they know they can get away with it and with this
boost their profits.
He noted that, in the Niger Delta, we have the flow stations that are leaking as they are not well
maintained.
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That gas flaring was very damaging. Aside these, pipelines that are leaking abound and there are
cases of unreported major oil spills in some communities in the Niger Delta that don't have oil
and in some other cases such communities don't even have pipeline passing through them.
When we begin to talk about the concept of the host communities, we should actually be talking
of “home communities”. In Goi community in Ogoniland, the people there have been sacked by
oil spills and the sad thing is that they don't have any oil well in their community but oil spilled
came from the creek in 2006, caught fire and resulted to major damage to the community. To
date, the people are still refugees in other communities.
Whether we have oil or not in our communities, the territory is in danger because of this
resource.
He further stressed the fact that the Niger Delta territory is very rich because of the endowment
of nature but the region is faced with enormous challenges. There is sea level rise in the region
and the sea level rise is not just because of the melting ice cap in the North pole, but because the
Niger Delta territory is naturally subsiding. The environment is sinking and over the years it gets
built up by sediments that come all the way from Futajalon mountain through the River Niger
and to the Niger Delta. The land is sinking and the sea level is rising.
What we experience in the Niger Delta is a net sea level rise and if this continues unchecked,
places like Ughelli, Lagos, Calabar, Port Harcourt and most of the big cities along the coast, will go
under water except something is done about it. This is why states in the Niger Delta region, the
young people must take active interests in what happens to the environment, who governs our
states, local governments and communities because these persons have the opportunities to
take actions.

There is high level of poverty, mortality rate, high unemployment and insecurity in the Niger
Delta. There is criminalization of communities to the extent that everybody in the Niger Delta is
seen as a suspect. There are army checks points everywhere in the region where people are
made to carry their hands up each time they pass through these numerous check points. This is a
way of criminalizing communities and it affects the way we reason and the way we do things. It
looks like nothing, but it is so deep seated in a way of shaming an entire people and something
that the youths will have to speak up against.

2.1.2 The Rise of Militancy
Arch. Nnimmo went further to give an analogy of the rise of militancy in the region explaining
that militancy in the region started from 2005. This, of course, has its own dynamics because it
comes to a point where people will have to blow up pipelines to make political statements which
are valued as very strong statements as everybody listens because they don't want the oil
extraction to be disrupted. But this has serious environmental impacts and further punishes our
own people.
There is Social environmental devastation from oil spill, gas flaring and oil theft. Nigeria's oil is
stolen on daily basis from illegal bunkering. For example, if we export 2.2 million barrels of
crude oil consistently, even when there are major spills going on, even when people are stealing
the oil continuously, this is not the volume of crude oil that is been extracted because nobody
knows how much oil in volume that is being extracted daily in Nigeria. It is not impossible to
know the amount of oil being extracted in Nigeria? Some years ago some government in Europe
offered to help Nigeria to solve this problem but the offer was not taken.

We have the sea level rise and coastal erosion which is often compounded by the movement of
oil equipment and canalization that allows movement of equipment through the sea. There is
also salt water intrusion there by changing the dynamics of the ecosystem and biodiversity, so
people that have fresh water to drink before don't have that anymore because the water has
become brackish.

2.1.1 Biodiversity degradation and deforestation
These are also problems in the region and these are not only from oil explorations but also from
infrastructures like what is going in Cross River State where the government is planning to build a
super high way that will take up the land from the coast to Katsina Inland in Benue State and is
passing through forest reserves and protected community forests.
The people are fighting to narrow the impacts on the environment. So far, the government has
not been able to draw up an acceptable Environmental Impact Assessment and there is no
formal approval for the construction of the super highway to go ahead and hoped that it will
never be approved. Though the people need the highway but it must not be destructive to the
environment or the local people.
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The Nigeria's former Minister of Finance, Mrs Ngozi Iweala, had told financial times in London
that 400,000 barrels of crude oil was being stolen on a daily basis. If a Minister of Finance says
that, that is a conservative figure, so there is something wrong. The love for crude oil is
something that is being done that damages the future. No matter how much anybody is
enjoying now, if the future is being damaged, then those people are not being wise at all and I
know our young people are wiser than that.
Pipelines in the Niger Delta are laid above the ground because it is cheaper for the oil companies
and yet we have regulatory agencies. This is one of the things that late Ken Saro-Wiwa was
campaigning about, that oil pipelines should be properly buried and should be replaced when
their lifespans have been reached. When the lifespan of a pipeline has been reached, it should
be replaced and when pipelines are not replaced, they have the right to erupt. To get this done is
the duty of the corporations and the regulatory agencies.
Nigerian economy has been impacted by crude oil negatively; when we wake up from our
slumber and begin to think of cleaning up the nation, we will find out that all the monies made
from crude oil from 1958 till date will not be enough to clean up the mess we made of our
environment.
That Crude oil is not only affecting the national economy but also affecting our personal
economy. The mangroves in the Niger Delta have been destroyed and it provided a very good
ecosystem for fisheries which now affects what fisher men can catch.

2.1.3 Re-Source Democracy (Ownership)
To further elaborate on the key roles of youths finding solutions to the environmental issues in
the Niger Delta, Nnimmo introduced the concept of Re-Source Ownership (Democracy).
He explained that Re-Source ownership is one aspect that the youths should begin to campaign
on. Resource control has become a political term in Nigeria because it doesn't make sense that
one will have resources in its own territory and have no say on how the resources are being
utilized, how the environment is protected and how we benefit from the resource.
He added that his organization, Health of Mother Earth Foundation, tried as much as possible to
explain that a re-source should help us to reconnect with nature and recollect that this is a seed
of nature and we have to utilize the seeds of nature with sense of responsibility. If we can't have
a say over what nature has given to us, then we cannot fully manage what we have or control
what have been done to our environment. Youths can draw up a program of what they expect to
see in the next 5 years then they would begin to pressure the political system and also engage in
politicking depending on the ideas, because the militancy that must take up in the future is
intellectual militancy, this is what, as youths, they have to study.
The solid mineral Act contrasted with the laws in the oil sector. The problem in the oil sector is
because most of the laws were drawn up during the Nigeria civil war. One of the basic thinking
was to ensure that resources were controlled nationally.
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The Petroleum Industry Bill was not passed because it has 10% allocated to communities and the
same PIB has clauses that states that if anyone tempers with oil facilities, the communities and
local government will pay for it.
The question is why the communities should be criminalized? If anyone breaks a pipeline, let the
police look for the criminal and punish him and not the community. But if you look at the solid
minerals Act of 2007, when any mineral is found in any land, the company must first negotiate
with the owners of the land and after five years, the company must go back and renegotiate the
new rent with the owners of the land. There is also an agreement and financial obligation
between the communities and the company. Why can't we pick up these issues in the solid
mineral Acts in the PIB?
Nnimmo advised that, youths really need to question what is going on in the nation. They need
to channel their energies to question issues, investigate issues, study issues, and bring up the
facts with boldness. The fight for the Niger Delta environment must be fought by young people
but not with guns because non-violent struggle is a struggle that brings enduring peace.
We need to begin to think how to mainstream our biodiversity wealth into our developmental
thinking, we have to go beyond infrastructure politics, we have to develop ecosystem-based
management system and look at what is a threat to our environment. What we are doing today is
advocacy and education, we have to step it up and train communities on environmental
monitoring because they are the best environmental monitors. We should also ask our
politicians to establish centre of excellence where we contain acquire special skills for the
management of our environmental resources.
Our water in Nigeria is being privatized and pollution also privatizes our water because the oil
companies are using our water as their waste pipes, as their dump sites. We cannot us the water
but they can use it by polluting it. Instead of being environmentally responsible, they just keep
on dumping the waste into the rivers and creeks.
It is not just a slogan to say that our environment is our life; the environment is truly our life. If the
environment is destroyed, our life is greatly impacted and diminished so when you work to save
the environment, you are doing a job that has positive ramifications in all spheres he concluded
his key note address.

2.2

Questions and Comments

Following the key note address, interactions, questions, and comments commenced.
In giving some concrete solutions to the Niger Delta challenges, you identified, in the course of
your presentation, that leaving the oil under the ground is a concrete solution. But we know
that is impossible in Nigeria and if we are to make this possible, what is the way forward?
We have to first of all think about what benefits crude oil has brought to Nigeria and the Niger
Delta, with the huge earnings of up to one trillion dollars since Nigeria started its exploration.
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before powering their
communities and in this, people
would own the source of the
power supply.
There is still a very poor waste
management culture on the
parts of young people and the
implication of waste is
enormous just like the
implication of crude oil. How do
we get this message to our
youth on the street?

How Nigeria was before oil exploration became a major income earning for Nigeria?
In Western Nigeria there was free education and that was not from oil but Cocoa. At that time
Nigeria was exporting products from Agriculture and the regions in Nigeria were autonomous
and Nigeria educational system was solid. All these were achieved without oil.
When oil prices fell last year, we began to talk about how to diversify the economy. If oil prices
keep on falling till it was impossible to make profit from oil, will oil drilling continue? What this
tells us is that there will be a time when oil will become a useless resource. In some countries, you
can't manufacture a car that depends totally on fossil fuel, there has to be a hybrid, electricity
and fossil fuel. When oil prices fell down, Nigeria began to think in the positive. If we say today we
are not going to open any new oil well, we can still use what is existing. Let us not open the carter
of pollution, let us not open the carter of corruption. Scientists of World Bank have said that
unless up to 80% of oil is left untapped, the world is going to experience catastrophic global
warming. Oil will not be a valuable resource in fifty years from now and as that time; Nigeria will
not even have any oil.
Sir, you have told us that we should keep the oil under the ground what would be the
alternative if we are do that?
What can you point out that you have benefited from oil? Nigeria is running a voodoo economy,
economy without productivity is not a living economy. 95% of the investment in the oil sector is
done overseas; all the equipment are manufactured abroad. The truth is that we are not
benefiting from the oil. If the oil is not being extracted, Nigeria will have to get money from
somewhere else. If we have ecosystem-based economic development, I believe that this will be
sustainable and we will not have exhausted our resources which the future generation will
benefit from. On alternative to crude oil, we have active solar power opportunities in Nigeria.
With solar energy we can have system that is autonomous not depending on the National grids
10

How can youths take the
message to other young people?
I should be asking you that
question because that is one of
the reasons why you are here.
There are ways that young people communicate that older people don't communicate. The
social media, tag, t-shirts, etc.
I want to seize this opportunity to invite CODAF to Burutu where I come from to enlighten my
people because we have a lot of issues and our people are really being affected by the
activities of oil extraction in the area. Ibori fought for resource control and a lot of people did
not see the motive behind it, all the Federal Government could do was to take off our Internally
Generated revenue and get us 13%. What is generated from IGR is far better than the 13%
derivation, the 13% derivation is questionable because nobody knows how it is being
calculated. If we say leave the crude beneath the ground, it is reasonable to me because we are
not benefiting anything from it. I have been to US and US have a lot of crude oil beneath their
ground without exploring it, they know the benefit of keeping oil underground. A lot of youth
in Delta State we have a problem, we always want the government to do everything for us,
and what are we (youth) contributing to the society? As youths we must speak out. I want to
request that CODAF organizes this kind of gathering for my people because I know it will be
beneficial to them.
The young man that mentioned 13% derivation is not a good ratio at all. It is a ratio that was
fought for but I don't believe it is equitable. We need to bring back the ratio of 1960 of generated
revenue of around 50%. In terms of internally generated revenue, it is unjust for the oil
companies to have their headquarters in Lagos while their operations are in the Niger Delta. We
need to start championing this course and support our leaders who are at the forefront of this
campaign to achieve results. The oil companies take the resource from the Niger Delta through
pipelines and we get nothing but the pollution. America keeps their oil in strategic reserves so
that when other countries have exhausted their oil reserve, they can fall back on their own
reserves.
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employment because government can only employ
a few job seekers with rigorous recruitment and
screening processes with a take homepay that can
barely take any one home.

France is still generating energy from Atomic energy plant but they are no longer mining uranium
in their country, they still have Uranium but preferred to mine it in developing countries like
Niger Republic because they know the impact on the environment and the people. In Africa no
matter how wars are fought, it has never stopped the extraction of the resources, nobody fires a
shot at the mine, but they are killing themselves at the villages because somebody protects it
interest and when we keep fighting we cannot enforce our environmental rights.

Agriculture is what is trending right now because
there are lots of prospects from it as there are
opportunities in the areas of fish farming, poultry
and planting of food crops. Other areas where
agriculture provides jobs are in the areas of
processing, sales and distribution of agricultural
products. An body within the agricultural value chain
engaged in the distribution of agricultural products
are usually more successful because those who buy
in bulk from farmers and sell to others in retail form,
make more gain than the farmers that produces the
food items.

Sand dredging in Delta State is very rampant and it is really giving us a great concern. We know
that the government have failed us but we have to work for ourselves and so many persons
have entered into this business of dredging, they make a lot of money from it forgetting the
consequences. In no distant time we or the environment shall be affected negatively.
What can we do to stop the negative effects of these dredging? On a very large scale, there is
supposed to be Environmental Impact Assessment before sand dredging can take place but
people believe that dredging is a small issue, it is not because it changes a lot of things in the
aquatic ecosystem. There is a need for better control and that is something that groups can
campaign on and our people in the House of Assembly can legislate on the issues or the
enforcement agencies can enforce the relevant provisions that can prevent such activities.

3.0 Presentation by Omotoye Friday, who represented the Executive Director
of LAPO, Mrs. Sabina Idowu, on Protecting the Niger Delta Environment through
Youth Engagement in Decision Making and Entrepreneurship Programs
He emphasized that the scope of his paper will cover the effects of oil exploratory activities on
the socioeconomic activities of the Niger Delta people. Attempt will be made on the way out
through entrepreneurship programs. He stated that since the discovery of oil in commercial
quantity at Oloibiri community in Bayelsa state, Nigeria has benefitted immensely from oil
exploration leading to economic enhancement, Infrastructural development, Provision of social
amenities and Source of foreign exchange amongst others. Apart from the fact that oil
exploration has fashioned a remarkable economic landscape for the country, its negative socioeconomic and environmental problems in the Niger Delta can not be over emphasized as it has
adversely affected fishing and farming activities which are the traditional occupations or means
of livelihood of the Niger Delta people.
I must emphasize here that continuous destruction of the environment and violence in the Niger
Delta will not take us anywhere and if the assertion that was made by Nnimmo Bassey in his
presentation that we must leave the oil in the soil much be achieved, then the way out will be
entrepreneurship and engaging in Business.
In Nigeria and all over the world, the billions that we have today are all business moguls, they are
billionaires even without oil. Entrepreneurship is what we need now because it creates jobs, self
employment and generates small goods and services. With entrepreneurship and small
enterprises, different kinds of goods are produced to generate income. All over the world,
entrepreneurship and small scale enterprise is fast replacing government and the multinational
corporations in providing
12

Other areas of entrepreneurship that is very
sustainable is waste management and recycling.
Speaking on the sources of funding for
entrepreneurs, Friday Omotoye stated that there
are arrays of opportunities in accessing funds from
the Bank of Industries, Tony Elumelu Foundation,
Grofin, Bank of Agriculture (BOA) and Micro Finance
Institution. Notable among the micro finance
institutions in Nigeria is Lift above poverty Organization (LAPO) with offices in over 28 States of
Nigeria including all the States in the Niger Delta.
Available credit programs in LAPO as stated by Omotoye include Small and medium scale
business loan for entrepreneurs, Agricultural loans for investors in the agricultural value chain,
Asset loans and others.
Concluding his presentation, he stated that “the Niger Delta needs economic rejuvenation not
economic sabotage. This is the time for youths to rise and make themselves counted and be
mentioned among stake holders of the economy through self reliance. Beyond what oil can
offer, there is a gold mine in entrepreneurship”.

4.0

Panel Discussion

Unfolding the rights to a protected Environment by Elo Ibagere (PhD)
Our environment has a right of protection because the air we breathe, the water we drink, and
all other resources needed for human survival, are all that our environment is made up. In this
regard everyone has the right to leave in it in a healthy manner. A law must be enacted to protect
this environmental right and if we must leave in a healthy environment, it means the right is a
fundamental one.
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A fundamental rights is a right that
flows directly from the constitution,
unfortunately such fundamental rights
is not contained in the constitution in
Chapter 4, which encompasses of
sections 33 to 46 where you have the
right to fair hearing, right to life, right to
own property, right to freedom of
movement. In these sections there is no
where you will find the right to a clean
and healthy environment, yet it is very
fundamental and where would one
derive that right?
A right is a right which means everybody has the right to leave in a healthy environment. The
Africa Charter on human and people's right, Article 24 states that “all people shall have the rights
to generally satisfactory environment favorable to their development”, why is it that this
fundamental right is not in our constitution? But since Nigeria is a signatory to the Africa Charter,
it would have included the right to a healthy environment in her constitution. Though, under the
Federal Environmental Protection Agency Act, States have established States Environmental
Protection Agencies to oversee the protection of their respective environment. Section 36 of the
Delta State Environmental Protection Agency has it that it is an offence for somebody to dispose
waste and sewage indiscriminately. But with this provision in the state, waste and sewage are
disposed indiscriminately without prosecution because the said law lacks enforcement. The
domestication of these laws have not been extended to the oil industries like Shell and Chevron
and hence they dispose off their wastes right in the communities where they carry out their
operations without fear of sanction and hence continue to endanger the health of the people.
This conference is therefore aimed at addressing these issues.
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These toxins go as deep as polluting our underground water and people don't test for water
quality before they drink them and these have led to increase in Bowel cancer. Apart from health
challenges in polluted environment, agriculture is usually impossible because farm lands and
lands are destroyed.
As the way out, our people tend to embrace the use of chemical fertilizers. Since people are
exposed to different chemicals in our environment, they start experiencing kidney diseases and
failures. In the Niger Delta environment, where we have a lot of gas flaring, our ecological system
is negatively impacted and these degradations can be averted if the laws are put into place as
because of pollution, liver diseases are on the increase in the Niger Delta.
Some parts of Nigeria you have gas flaring and spills occurring, other parts we experience the
issue of land grabbing, deforestation and other environmental challenges. Flowing from this, is
it possible to achieve sustainable development? Dr. Sese-Owei Ekaye
First we must first understand what pollution is and there is a slight difference between pollution
and contamination. Our environment or water can be described as contaminated if it does not
show any serious health implication but we can describe an environmental media as polluted if
there are serious impacts.
If you take a look at oil producing communities, there is serious environmental breakdown. The
activities of Okomu PLC and Wilmer PZ in Edo and Cross River States are resulting to massive
deforestation. I want to say that it is possible to achieve sustainable development if corruption
can be avoided and various laws that seek to protect the environment are adequately enforced.

Other factors militating against enforcement of local environmental laws is corruption. In the
past, there used to be environmental health assistants who move around to issue abatement
notices to environmental offenders, but that is not the case today. There is weakness in the
DELSEPA law because the fine for polluting the environment is just one thousand naira (N1000),
no provision for a jail term. This law is not corrective enough.

The first law that protects a nation's environment is the constitution but we have been told that
the Nigerian constitution has no provision for the protection of the environment, this to say that
the Nigerian President and it Governors that are supposed to uphold the protection of the
environment have failed to do so. There is lack of will on the part of the government to protect the
environment as environmental resources are aggressively exploited without recourse to
environmental protection. We have two forms of resources, renewable and non-renewable
resources. The conservation challenges for both are different. But when we develop, we must
create an avenue for renewable resources to replenish themselves while we make adequate
plans for non-renewable resources not to be depleted.

He emphasized that it is difficult to sue any company for constituting an environmental nuisance
that is injurious to someone as court will not grant judgment for private nuisance with the claim
that such environmental injuries is a public nuisance citing the case of Adedejor vs interland
transport services.

We must marry development with the timing of renewability of the resources used to develop a
nation. Crude oil will run dry and it takes millions of years for it to regenerate itself, it is therefore
pertinent to pay serious attention to such resources through adequate conservation plans to
enable future generation benefit from it.

Following the Koko toxic waste dump and the activities of oil companies, what are the
expected health challenges and ways to avoid them? Mrs Ogwa
When oil spills into our environment, the byproducts are usually released into our water and
since our people in the affected areas get their drinking water from these rivers, they are
therefore exposed to various health conditions like diarrhea.

The best way to go is to use the proceed from crude that the nation enjoys now to develop other
viable sectors of the economy with proper attention to the environmental challenges it created so
that when Nigeria eventually key into the “Leave the Crude Oil in the Land” campaign or when the
oil finally runs dry, there won't be controversy in deciding on the way forward.
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What are the strategies available for youths to address the Niger Delta
Challenges? by Uyero Erarawewho
The problem we have in Africa is that our leaders who are the stakeholders have no agenda to
support the stockholders; youths are the stock holders in this regard. This summit is happening
at a very critical time when the Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is moving round
the Niger Delta states proffering solutions where we can now have a peaceful Niger Delta, a
peaceful environment where business and everything can thrive. My only fear is that they are
working with the stakeholders leaving the stockholders and key persons out of the process of
dialogue.
Dialogue over time has yielded to some extent, but because of the fact that the stockholders are
not there, what are the critical things that the government has done over the years? The 1999
constitution established the Niger Development Commission (NDDC), we also have the critical
state of the derivation of the oil in the Niger Delta but we can also find out that the young people
are not being carried along in these processes that have taken place in the Niger Delta. All these
arms of government that we have today, young people are not leading, who do we now blame?
All these are happening because young people have failed to organize themselves.

With this new technological advancement in the world today to help address the
Niger Delta Environmental Challenges, What are the ways forward to get out of
this mess we are in today? Dr O.E Idise
The water we drink in the Niger Delta is already poisoned that is why the average Niger Deltan
behaves irrationally. It is because our waters are poisoned by lead. There are no surveillance
studies linking incidence of diseases to causes. There are disease outbreaks and there are no
studies to show the sources of the diseases which is what prevails in developed countries but this
is not existing in Nigeria.
Which way forward, shall we continue in this state of dilemma? We have to do what we call
SWOT analysis to actually know the best action we can take to address the Niger Delta question.
The jobs are not there for the youths and the environment they rely on is now threatened by
various activities.
There is high need to embrace entrepreneurship as the way out to overcome the stress we suffer
from the environment. We need to sit down and come up with our plans, get trainings and
enlightenment on new innovations because without plans it is difficult to get support from the
numerous financial opportunities available to entrepreneurs to start business. The jobs are not
there, in this regard man is posing threat to the environment and the environment is as well
posing threat to us. If we fall back to entrepreneurship, it will go a long way to reduce the stress on
the environment.

This summit is very essential because it addresses the needs of young people; everyone present
here is a youth and it has afforded us the opportunity to start discussing with ourselves. Now we
can see numerous challenges and young people are not being carried along in making sure that
we derive the real people (youths) of the Niger Delta and how can we now solve the problems of
the Niger Delta without the real people that are in the place of these challenges. There is an
inscription that states that “nothing about us with us” is the clear indication that there is nothing
you can achieve without putting the young people at the centre the decision making.
The idea is already there for young people to make use of this idea and how do we do that is
through conferences like this. At the end of this conference, there is need for us to develop a
communiqué and forward it to the stakeholders, we need to make a strong statement that will
make the government to know that young people are now meeting up to responsibility. I want to
advice everyone to go back home and hold similar programs like this to step down our demands
to the grassroots and educate them further about their rights and the laws that protect them.
We can use the strength we have to hold government accountable instead of using it to fight
ourselves. In this over forty years of exploration of oil, over sixty thousand (60, 000) oil spill
incidences have been recorded across the Niger Delta.
These are issues that are happening regularly that are not been attended to. It is our coming
together that will compel federal government to address these issues. We need to make
ourselves available at various stakeholders meeting and make meaningful contributions. We
must continue to make our voice to be heard before government can start taking us serious.

Every Niger Delta youth must know their rights, they must know what they can do to hold
Corporations accountable and make demands when Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) are
not being conducted before any developmental projects in their communities.
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4.1

Comment by Babawale Obayanju

Several schools of thoughts have been going around the world on the possible solution to the
climate fight and climate injustices happening around us. Until we continue to see ourselves as
part of the earth and not the owners of the earth and until we continue to see resources as
blessing and not resource, the problem will continue because people's thoughts will be geared
towards resource extraction. We need to begin to question the system, we need to ask the right
questions, we need to begin to fight the fight in the right way not in violent form, and we also
need to connect issues to causes. All the issues we have been discussing are caused by
neocolonialism.
What are the provisions available to communities to have bye-laws and pseudo-vigilante
groups in other to effectively enforce strict environmental standards?
Each time I am in a seminar like this, whatever I say will generate some controversy and I am very
happy that it gives me more opportunity to buttress my point. That is a very good question. In
the early 80s as a teacher I usually engage myself in early morning exercise most weekends by
jogging through some kilometers and what I experienced is the offensive odour of human waste
and urine most mornings. As a concerned person, I reported the matter to the community which
they took up by enacting a law in the community that bans people from going to the road to
defecate with a penalty of fifty naira (N50) and fifty naira was a big money that time. That was
how Oleh became clean.

We have organizations like Lift Above Poverty Organization (LAPO), Bank of Industry (BOI) and
Bank of Agriculture (BOA) where you can get zero interest loans to start your business. Stop
complaining of how to start, get yourself prepared and go to these organizations I have
mentioned and they will be willing to serve you.

4.2

Observations

1.

The Niger Delta region has completely been ignored despite its role in the Nation's
economy.
The Niger Delta region is totally drowned in crude oil as well as palm oil.
The youths have not, and are not being carried along when planning for/executing
Projects in the Niger Delta region.
Opportunities abound, albeit safely, to conserve our petroleum oil deposits to save
our environment from pollution and the attendant problems of environmental
devastation.
Entrepreneurship, in the prevailing economic hardship, could bring succor to the large
percentage of persons who are qualified but unemployed and those whose take home
pay cannot take them home.
Enlightenment programs like this could be employed to generate a bank of ideas that
could be used to solve the problem(s) of youth militancy in the Niger Delta region and
other restive parts of the country.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

The question of whether there are bye-laws empowering communities to enforce various laws,
there is. We can go back to our communities and put such suggestions of bye-laws before the
village and once it is accepted, it becomes a law, it does not go against the fundamental rights of
anybody because fundamental rights are those rights that are directly in the constitution. If the
community comes together to say nobody should be throw wastes, it becomes a law and since it
is done in the interest of the community it does not violate any rights, this should even be a
prototype for the local government and as well as the state.
There are laws but they are not being enforced, the next thing we should do toward enforcement
is to make environmental laws fundamental so that it can be part of the constitution so that byelaws can flow from that direction which can empower individuals to sue in that capacity.
How are the youths going to get support to embrace entrepreneurship since going to the creek
is now a crime?
Getting money for business first of all starts from us, how much prepared are you? Laying the
foundation of setting up business on loan will have adverse effects; in that regard, we encourage
youths to imbibe the spirit of savings by cutting down on the irrelevant things young people
spend money in buying. After saving, to start small is the base and it will now be necessary to
approach various financial houses to get support (soft loans) and there are so many grants
available on the internet to support potential entrepreneurs.
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